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14th – 21st October 2017

The IBOC Spring 2017 Camp will be held at Forbes Big 4 Caravan Park, 141 Flint Street, Forbes NSW
2871, from Saturday 14th October to Saturday 21st October 2017.
The park is situated in a quiet area on the outskirts of Forbes. Travelling from Wollongong, leave the
Hume Hwy shortly after Yass, taking the Lachlan Valley Way to Cowra. Turn left at the Mid Western
Hwy and then take a right turn to continue on the Lachlan Valley Way to Forbes. The caravan park will
be on your left shortly after crossing the Lachlan River.
Forbes has all the usual services and a Visitors Centre at the old railway station.
There are plenty of powered & unpowered sites as well as 10 cabins.
To contact the park ph 1800 641 207 or 02 6852 1055
Web site is www.big4forbesholidaypark.com.au
Accommodation with rates per night linen is supplied on main bed
3 Villa
2 bedrooms QB main 3 bunk beds in 2nd sleeps 7
$138/night for 2
1 Deluxe Bungalow 2 bedrooms, 1 QB & 1 db with bunk over sleeps 5 $130/night for 2
4 Bungalows
1 bedroom DB + 4 bunk beds Sleeps 6
$120/ night for 2
1 Studio
open plan
QB
sleeps 2
$105/night for 2
2 En-suite cabin old style
DB + 2 bunks Sleeps 4
$95/night for 2
All cabins additional persons $15 per night
An additional Studio cabin is available from Monday 16th to Sat 21st October ONLY
Powered Sites
$35 per night for 2
En-suite Powered Sites
$49 per night for 2
Once you have booked please let Betty know as usual, on 4236 0307, by text on mobile 0432 892 945 or
by email elizabethjhudson@bigpond.com

obsession and technology breed a tweet treat
Andrew Stafford

It started nearly a decade ago. John Manger, a British expatriate who had spent 20 years at Oxford
University Press, had joined the publishing division in the CSIRO, becoming director in late 2005. He
was also an avowed bird nerd who'd worked on many large ornithological titles. There were five
Australian field guides already on the market but for Manger, that wasn't enough. He decided to do
something about it.
Manger contacted Jeff Davies, one of Australia's pre-eminent bird illustrators – and it's probably fair
to say that at that point, the birding community held its breath. Davies was a notorious
perfectionist, not known for doing anything by halves.
Next Monday, the community will finally exhale, with the publication of The Australian Bird Guide.
"From the moment I started, people who knew what I'm like started saying, when are you going to
finish?" Davies says in his studio in Heidelberg. "It actually annoyed me a little bit, but I'd always
reply with a smile, and my answer was always, as long as it takes."
Not that Davies was working alone. Authors Danny Rogers and Peter Menkhorst were brought in,
then Rohan Clarke; Davies recommended Peter Marsack and Kim Franklin as co-illustrators. It was a
team fit for a gargantuan task: nearly 550 pages and 4700 illustrations of more than 900 species
recorded in Australia and its territories. They set themselves five years for the task. It ballooned to
eight.
In the old days, birds were illustrated by referring to museum skins. Those days are long gone.
Before any contracts were signed, Davies says, "there was a year where I just sat here with no
income, collecting photographs, starting to design the book in my head". He says he has collected
around half a million images. "That's the reference collection. It's a whole renaissance in birding and
our understanding of birds."
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